








































































Short Bios

Jens Haendeler is a transdisciplinary 
landscape architect currently holding an 
appointment as Program Head of the Urban 
Studies & Spatial Practices Program at the 
Al-Quds Bard College for Arts and Sciences. 
Jens has an MA Landscape Architecture from 
the University of Greenwich (2016), holds 
chartership with the Chamber of Architects 
in Germany, (AKNW) and has been a 
journeyman in Landscape Construction and 
Horticulture since 2011. His artistic research 
and pedagogical practice is concerned with 
landscape and common memory production, 
performativity, (landscape) and/as archive, and 
the role of landscape in the context of colonial 
modernity and subaltern struggles.

Omar Hmidat is a Palestinian researcher, 
community organizer, and filmmaker and holds 
a MA Research Architectue from Goldsmiths, 
University of London. He received a Bachelor 
degree in Media Studies and Political Science 
from Al-Quds Bard College for Arts & Sciences 
in 2019. His professional practice sets at the 
intersection of culture, politics and media 
through a spatial lens as a way to track the 
history of human practices within the space. 
He produced his first research documentary 
film Writing on Sidewalks in 2018, which 
sought to investigate and reconstruct 
thoroughly a history from the 1970s onwards 
of political utilization of space in Dheisheh
Refugee Camp: Graffiti and walls as ways of 
communication but also a tool for political and 
social organization. Omar has worked and 
collaborated with many local and international 
institutions on social and spatial projects and 
researches.

Christin Alhalabi is a story enthusiast 
who is working towards cultivating deeper 
connections with the world she lives in. She 
studies Ethics and Politics and Literature and 
Rhetoric at Bard College Berlin. 

Anas Alkhatib is a Palestinian committed and 
determined architect and researcher based in 
Dheisheh refugee camp in Bethlehem, with a 
big interest in research-based design, critical 
thinking, and strong skills in communication.
Interested and focusing on architecture as a 
political act and a medium for investigative 
research. Very enthusiastic about data-
mining, visualizing, mapping events, urban 
studies, human rights violations, and spatial 
reconstruc- tion.

Laura Menchaca Ruiz is a visual 
anthropologist and media maker from the 
borderlands of the U.S. Southwest. Her 
research and visual work are rooted in multi-
sensory ethnography, epistemologies at “the 
margins,” feminist, gender and sexuality 
studies, decolonial approaches to space and 
place, and beauty as a method (see Saidiya 
Hartman, 2019 and Christina Sharpe, 2019). 
Laura is a Visiting Assistant Professor in the 
Division of Humanities and the Practicing 
Arts at Al-Quds Bard College; Co-Founder 
and Creative Director at Element Media; Co-
Founder of the feminist filmmaking collective, 
Ethnocine; and a Producer for the Bad 
Feminists Making Films podcast. Her creative 
work celebrates the marks that people make 
on the world, highlighting the extraordinary 
in the ordinary, and her scholarship explores 
the reach for autonomy amidst marginalizing 
constraint. Her approach to all her work 
treasures the local, the small-scale, the 
personal, the eccentric, the intimate—whatever 
is made out of love and caring and respect.

Max Weiss (Princeton University) studies 
the cultural, intellectual, and literary history 
of the modern Middle East, and holds a 
joint appointment in the Department of Near 
Eastern Studies. He is the author of In the 
Shadow of Sectarianism: Law, Shi`ism, and 
the Making of Modern Lebanon (Harvard UP, 
2010); co-editor (with Jens Hanssen) of Arabic 
Thought Beyond the Liberal Age: Towards an 
Intellectual History of the Nahda(Cambridge 
UP, 2016), and Arabic Thought Against the 
Authoritarian Age: Towards an Intellectual 
History of the Present (Cambridge UP, 2018); 
and translator, most recently, of Dunya Mikhail, 
The Beekeeper (New York, 2018), and Nihad 
Sirees, States of Passion (London, 2018). He 
earned a Ph.D. in Modern Middle East History 
from Stanford University, held postdoctoral 
fellowships at Princeton University and the 
Harvard Society of Fellows.

Raneem Ayyad, a young architect with 
extensive experience in critical thinking, 
architectural design, and examining research 
methods. I believe in accumulating knowledge 
via understanding societal transitions 
and milestones in relation to the urban 
environment, as well as using architectural 
skills for documenting and disseminating 
knowledge, using cartography, sketching, 3D 
modelling and visual graphics

Andrea Cassatella obtained his PhD in 
Political Philosophy from the University of 
Toronto in 2015, where he also served as a 
Lecturer in Social Sciences in 2015 and 2016. 
From 2017-2019, he was Assistant Professor 
of Humanities and Head of the Core Division 
at Al Quds Bard College for Arts and Sciences, 
Al Quds University in Jerusalem, Palestine. 
In 2019-2020 Andrea was Research Fellow 
at Columbia Global Centers | Amman, and a 
Research Fellow at Stellenbosch Institute for 
Advanced Study, South Africa, in 2020. Andrea 
researches and teaches in the area of political 
philosophy, postcolonial/decolonial thought, 
as well as religion and politics. Prior to his 
doctoral studies, he served as Community 
Service Officer for the United Nation High 
Commissioner for Refugees missions in 
Bosnia Herzegovina and Djibouti.

Rajnesh Chakrapani is a poet, translator, and 
filmmaker and holds an MFA from the Iowa 
Writers’ Workshop. Currently he is a Fulbright 
Fellow to Romania where he will translate an 
Anthology of Contemporary Roma Poetry. His 
chapbook of poems Brown People who Speak 
English is published by Guesthouse Press 
and he is a winner of a Pen/Heim Translation 
award and the David Hamilton Prize from the 
Iowa Review. His work is placed in Asymptote, 
Lana Turner, Speculative City, Triquarterly, 
Literary North, Sequestrum, and http://Crevice.
ro.

Monika Gabriela Dorniak is a German-Polish 
artist with an interdisciplinary background 
in choreography, psychology and design, 
who often merges media – specifically 
performance, (textile) sculpture, workshop, 
video, photography. In her multimedia practice 
she is exploring the structures of the Self 
through a multifaceted analysis of body, mind 
and environment, by taking into consideration 
the regressive history of the domination of 
nature, and social power structures. Her auto-
biographical research on intergenerational 
trauma, migration and belonging is carried 
forward within her ongoing collaborations 
with scientists and diverse communities. 
As an artist she has presented her works 
at international institutions, such as Tate 
Exchange in Tate Modern London (2017 & 
2018), Foreign Affairs Festival at Berliner 
Festspiele (2014) and Arts Catalyst in London 
(2016), and as guest lecturer at Al-Quds Bard 
College in Palestine (2018), Chelsea College 
in London (2017) and Garage Museum in 
Moscow (2019). Dorniak holds a Master 
Degree in Art and Science (Department Fine 
Art) from the Central Saint Martins in London 
(2017).

Ziad Faraj is a Palestinian resident from 
Bethlehem, West Bank. He is a freelance 
consultant in social development and finished 
his PhD in social work and social care from 
University of Birmingham,UK. Currently, he 
works with the Palestinian Ministry of Social 
Development as a fulltime consultant. The 
focus of my Profesional and academic work 
is community organization and grassroots 
development. Over the last ten years, he 
served many local and international clients 
through fixed time consultancies in areas of 
youth, research, local government, Institutional 
Development, and more.

Nadine Fattaleh is a Palestinian writer and 
researcher from Amman. Her work focuses 
on spatial practices through cartography and 
film. She previously worked on projects at the 
Center for Spatial Research, Studio-X Amman, 
and MMAG Foundation, Amman. Nadine is 
currently the OSUN Fellow in Human Rights 
and the Arts at Bard College.
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Sondos Zaghari is a Palestinian woman 
based in Jericho. She is a student at Al-Quds 
Bard College for Art and Sciences in Palestine 
with a major in Literature and Society and a 
minor in Urban Studies and Spatial Practices. 
She is interested in social studies and 
children’s literature and is currently working on 
her senior project which is related to children’s 
Literature and is currently writing stories 
about Palestinian girls in their adolescence, 
to highlight some of the challenges that 
Palestinian girls face in everyday life related to 
identity, society, and occupation.

Jacob Bertilsson Jacob Bolton

Ahmad Fuad is a 23 years old student, 
writer, and thinker living in Dehisheh camp, 
Bethlehem, Palestine. He is majoring in 
political economics, and works interdisciplinary 
in between urban studies, spatial practices and 
media studies. Ahmed is invested in writing, 
fighting, and playing oud, an eastern musical 
instrument. His struggle aims to reclaim 
oppressed people’s rights across the world. 

Bisan Jaffari is a researcher and a social 
activist who won the National and Diaspora 
Creativity Challenge Award for Youth Initiatives 
as part of the Masahat (Spaces) initiative, 
which seeks to sustain social relations through 
public spaces.   now Postgraduate  birzit 
university master degree for specific program 
( gender and development) She holds a 
Bachelor’s degree in Media from Al-Quds 
University and Refugee Studies from Bard 
College. She researched and wrote several 
papers assessing the political situation through 
the Palestinian National Archive, and on 
women and asylum with SOAS university. She 
also worked as a project coordinator for the 
southern refugee camps in Gaza with UNRWA 
and GIZ.

Maath Musleh is a Palestinian academic 
from Beit Safafa in occupied Jerusalem. 
Maath currently holds a Ph.D. position in 
Biomedical Visual Analytics at TU Wien. His 
planned research is on the topic of “Visual 
Analytics for Pediatric Brain Cancer Therapy”. 
From 2019-2021, he received the SISGP 
scholarship to complete an MSc in Social 
Media and Web Technologies at Linnaeus 
University in Sweden. He also carries an MA 
in Political Journalism from City University in 
London. In 2018, his research on the Zionist 
policies against the boycott movement was 
published by MASART research center in 
Ramallah. The research examined the policies 
against BDS, as well as explored connections 
and comparisons between the South African 
boycott movement and BDS.

Mahar Musleh is a Palestinian woman who 
has been working in the field of refugee access 
to education for the past ten years. Through 
managing different projects, Mahar has 
constantly worked with underprivileged youth 
and refugees to give them the tools and skills 
needed to access good quality education amid 
the widespread inequalities and injustices. 

Ali Nanah is a translator and author from 
Syria. He graduated from Bard College 
Berlin with a degree in humanities. He works 
on themes of temporality, becoming, and 
metamorphosis.

Abigail Toomey is an undergraduate student 
at Bard College studying Human Rights 
and Middle Eastern Studies with a passion 
for learning, creating and critically thinking. 
Activist and organizer with Bard Students for 
Justice in Palestine. Interested in translating 
academic and activist work through different 
mediums such as live art, visual mapping, and 
sound.

Ivonne Santoyo-Orozco Sa’ed Hmidat has a BA in Human Rights
and International Law from Al-Quds Bard 
College. He has over six years of experience 
in community service, voluntary work, and 
project coordination at local organizations such 
as Laylac Youth Action Center for Community 
Development at Dheisheh refugee camp. 
Sa’ed worked closely with Palestinian refugees 
and internationals and held workshops, 
orientations, and training on different themes: 
human rights, community liaison, leadership, 
and political tours. He is also a member of the 
legal committee of the National Platform of 
Unified Action “Lejan’’.

Amar Chamrukh is a Palestinian 
social worker born and raised in 
Dheisheh refugee camp in Bethlehem. 
He received his Business and 
Administration Diploma from 
Bethlehem University. However, 
Amar’s work is more social and with 
the local communities. He is a 
member of different local 
organizations and social bodies. From 
there, he organizes activities and 
social development initiatives to
develop the life and well being of the 
local communities in Bethlehem and 
beyond. 
He is Coordinator of international relations in 
Palestinian youth Action center for community 
Development-LAYLAC
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Khader Handal is co-founder of Element 
Media. He is a web designer, full stack web 
developer and digital media specialist with 
over ten years of professional experience 
in the industry. Based in Bethlehem, he 
specializes in custom web design and 
development, graphic design, integrated media 
campaigns and video production. His expertise 
is in developing stylized, multi-layered and 
engaging digital media that enhances client 
brand power and broadens their audience 
reach.

Nawal Salaymeh, a social activist, grew up 
in Palestine. Nawal has a BA in Human rights 
from AlQuds Bard College. She works as a 
Life Skills Trainer with school students. She is 
interested in advocacy and human rights.
Besides, as a member of the Think- Tank 
team with Palestinian Vision Organization, 
wherein 2018, she had the chance to present 
her research on ‘the law of nationalism and 
the violation of international law enforcement 
by the Israeli occupation’ to advocate 
internationally at the EU in Brussels and to the 
UN in Geneva.
In the short term, she is working on a master’s 
application in Translation and Humanitarian 
Law.

Anas Saifi is a Palestinian filmmaker, former 
prisoner, and artist from Dheisheh Refugee 
Camp. In his artistic research he explores the 
intersections in between the social-political life 
in Palestine. He has worked with videography, 
music, video archives, architecture, and paint 
and graffiti as media of expression. Anas is 
currently the host of the Al-Madafah project 
in Dheisheh with the A.M. Qattan Foundation 
Mosaic Rooms, London, and studies Film 
and Directing at Dar al-Kalima University in 
Bethlehem.

Rami Fararjeh, editor, screenwriter, and 
palestinian filmmaker, worked in many 
Palestinian films as a screenwriter, script 
supervisor and assistant director, holds a BA 
in filmmaking, majoring in drama directing from 
Dar Al Kalima University of Arts and Culture, 
social worker, and volunteer in local and 
international institutions, And a former official 
for the media department at Lailac Foundation 
- Dheisheh camp.

Rami touches on many social and political 
topics in his cinematic scripts, where he 
produced his first movie in 2017, which took a 
psychological aspect in which he talks about 
dance as a language of communication, and 
a scenario like “ Con-kill “ in which he tried to 
present his view of capitalism as a political and 
economic system that must be ended, And 
the movie “The Road to Al-Makhrou ”, through 
which he talked about religious, political and 
social issues that happened with him during 
the Corona period in Palestine.


